ted together at the end of each chapter and are of some value although very few have been added to the original list, now ten years old. The paper is much better than in previous editions. The index is moderately good and the appendix contains the British Hypnotism Act of 19)2 and a summary of the report of the sub-committee of the British Medical Association appointed in 1953 to enquire into the contemporary practice of hypnotism in medicine.
F. W. HANLEY Alex Gigeroff's qualifications for writing this book are probably unique. As a student he worked in a jail. Later, as a barrister, he practised largely in the criminal courts for two and a half years but became convinced that advocacy could do little to solve the real problems of his clients. Leaving the financially rewarding field of law he joined the Ontario Probation Service at Ottawa where his intelligence, combined with sensitivity and a special ability to relate to his probationers led to his being assigned the most difficult cases, which he handled with a high degree of success. In 1963 he joined the Forensic Clinic of the Toronto Psychiatric Hospital. While there he earned his Master's degree in Law. He is now a research scientist at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry.
The title of this book aptly describes its scope. It is an exhaustive study of the criminal law relating to sexual offences from the 16th century to the Canadian Criminal Code revision of 1954. In Appendix II it contains particularly useful comments on the provisions of the current Omnibus Bill relating to homosexuality. There are abundant references to statutes, judicial commissions, parliamentary debates, case law and medical and scientific papers. The author may at times go into excessive detail and one wonders whether he is really fair to Coke, Blackstone and Stephen, who profoundly influenced the law of England, which forms the basis of our law today. They did their work in times of deep prejudice and little scientific knowledge of sexual offences but so did Bentham who was a contemporary of Blackstone and our law today still reflects the approach of Blackstone, not the enlightened one of Bentham.
Mr. Gigeroff states his conclusions well and briefly. All the inconsistencies, ambiguities and confusion in our present provisions relating to sexual offences are demonstrated, both as matters of law and in the light of today's medical and scientific knowledge. Too many quite different offences are dealt with under the same deliberately vague section of our criminal code and in other cases a single offence may come under several sections, the prosecutor being free to choose the one which is most likely to result in a conviction under our rules of evidence, or the more severe penalty. Because of this and quite apart from the likelihood of gross inequities, the author points out that scientific study of present conviction statistics is almost useless.
The book criticizes, with reason, the difficulty in convicting many pedophiles, either because there was no actual assault on the child (in which case a simple legislative remedy is suggested) or because of the legal requirement of corroboration of the evidence of the child. The latter is difficult because such offences are committed in secrecy and no independent physical evidence such as bodily injury usually results from the offence. The book does not point out that there have been many cases where children have falsely accused adults of sexual offences, either on parental suggestion or even as a form of juvenile blackmail, thus justifying great caution in accepting their unsupported evidence. This is a most useful book to judges, magistrates, crown attorneys, police officers and defence counsel. It is a unique and invaluable contribution to legislators, law officers of the crown and all others presently charged with responsibility for criminal law reform. To psychiatrists, psychologists, criminologists, probation officers, social workers, statisticians and others engaged in the forensic or corrective fields it will afford a basis for understanding our criminal law and its reform, however unsatisfactory past methods may have been. If this book does no more than improve communication between all the groups named above its publication is justified. More importantly, Mr. Gigeroff has abundantly demonstrated, not only that a complete revision of our laws relating to sexual offences is urgently needed, but that all these groups must be involved in the revision if it is to be meaningful and realistic. For this reason it would be hard to overestimate the value of this book.
L. A. SHERWOOD, Judge Ontario Provincial Court
The Marriage Relationship. Edited by Salo Rosenbaun and Ian Alger -New York Basic Books, 1968, 366pp. General Publishing Co., 30 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, Ontario -$11.50. This book is a collection of twentyfour papers written specially from the psychoanalytic point of view. For the psychiatrist, it is probably one of the most useful of recently published works. Anyone working with adults or children is forced inevitably toward most of the many considerations of the marriage relationships to be found here.
The papers are remarkably homogenous and mutually complementary, all written in a similar easy to read and occasionally humorous style. It has been well reviewed in the lay press for this reason and might easily find a wide nonprofessional readership. Searchers will find the impressionistic and inconclusive tone unsatisfactory but this reflects the state of our knowledge, and probably is the best approach to dispelling our ignorance. A fully integrated index makes it possible to find papers which deal with specific topics.
The general tenor of these papers is not narrowly psychoanalytic, and there are many scattered references to the contributions and gains from working with other professionals in the same field (marriage counsellors and social workers). Just as marriage can be seen as the impetus and opportunity for the growth and maturation of the individual, a parallel can be seen -working in the field of marriage has matured and improved psychoanalytic theory. Discussions of preventive psychiatry usually induce a lost feeling due to their fragmented or nebulous nature. Finally the desperate conclusion is reached that we need more research. There is polite, even enthusiastic, deference to the idea but an air of helplessness as to the means. The fact that there are many psychiatric disorders of which the cause is definitely known and potentially controllable is overshadowed by the fact that an even larger number are due to causes which are controversial, surmised or frankly unknown.
In this atmosphere it is of interest to have a Canadian review described as "a form of mid-century stock taking of the state of knowledge and speculation, of what demands further investigation, and of what some of the steps toward application of our knowledge may be". The three lectures in this inaugural series of the Hincks Memorial Lectures, suppor-
